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AFRAS Gold Medal Winner 

Aviation Maintenance Technician 

Gregory Gibbons, US Coast Guard 

AFRAS Silver Medalists 
(l-r) US Coast Guard Auxiliarists Richard 

Runde, Linda Croy and Jay Croy 

AMVER Plaque 

Presented to Captain Leonardo 
Francolla, representing the 
captain and crew of Carnival 

Cruise Lines C/S HOLIDAY 
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Letter from the President 
AFRAS had another marvelous Awards ceremony in the Gold Room of 
the Rayburn House Office Building on 4 October.  Our Gold Medal was 
awarded to Aviation Maintenance Technician Gregory Gibbons for a 
heroic rescue in a huge storm off the Alaskan coast and we awarded 
three Silver Medals to the members of an USCG Auxiliary boat crew 
that made a difficult rescue on a lake in Minnesota.  The AMVER 
Plaque went to the captain and crew of the cruise ship Holiday for a 
miracle rescue in the Yucatan Straits. 
 
AFRAS unfortunately continues to struggle both for members and 
funds.  We had a wonderful response to our special mailing seeking 
your continued support last summer, but even using what some board 
members consider to be unrealistic budget projections, AFRAS will 
again operate in the red this year.  We sorely need to recruit new 
members so that we can meet an IRS requirement for “public” 
foundations that at least one third of our funding comes from the public.  
In past years, the difference between being solvent and spending more 
money than we take in has been the Christmas largesse of some large 
corporations (mainly overseas).  These types of contributions usually 
are for one or two years and we have had little success in our attempts 
to elicit contributions from US corporations or their foundations.  We 
have several private foundations that send us a nice contribution each 
year, and we thank them for their support.  Our task now is to recruit 
new members and to work even harder on the solicitation of corporate 
contributions—either direct to AFRAS or as sponsors of our annual 
awards ceremony. 
 
We have trimmed our expenses down to the bone and calculate that it 
takes $28,070 just to cover our basic administrative expenses.  
(Fortunately a “friend” of AFRAS has picked up all printing and 
postage expenses on this newsletter). We project obtaining $10,000 
from member dues and about $67,000 in contributions from individuals 
and corporations.  Unfortunately for AFRAS, most of these latter 
contributions are to be passed on to the RNLI, VISAR, and other 
overseas maritime rescue organizations.  This we don’t mind, for 
AFRAS was set up to provide this service to others, but we now need to 
raise income just to keep AFRAS functioning.  We are working hard to 
solve these financial problems and will keep you advised of our 
progress.  In the meantime, we sorely need any support you can provide. 
 
On a positive note:  The US Southern Command and the USCG 
Auxiliary are making excellent progress on the Caribbean Initiative.  
The third CSAR conference (funded by the SOUTHCOM) will be held 
in Tampa 1-3 December.  Both your president John Chomeau and board 
member Scott Clendenin have again been invited to participate, where 
they will lead a discussion of SAR training for boat crews and will 
conduct a table top exercise designed to bring out some of the problems 
encountered in a difficult SAR case.  The member SAR services of the 
Caribbean states are very enthusiastic about this training and the 
opportunity to compare notes with others conducting SAR operations in 
the Caribbean area. 
 

John Chomeau, President 
 

   The 2005 Award Ceremony on 

Capitol Hill was once again a 

huge success.  Vice Commandant 

VADM Terry Cross, United 

States Coast Guard and National 

Commodore Gene Seibert, 

United States Coast Guard 

Auxiliary were on hand to honor 

the awardees as well as AFRAS 

Chairman VADM Roger Rufe, 

USCG (Ret.) and AFRAS 

president CAPT John Chomeau, 

USN (Ret.). 

   AFRAS welcomed the 

awardees, their families and the 

many guests with a delightful 

array of hors d’oeuvres and 

spirits and we were fortunate to 

be given a clear, warm evening 

to enjoy the lovely veranda 

adjoining the Gold Room. 

   The Coast Guard provided us 

with a stunning video which was 

taken the night of the Gold 

Medal rescue showing the 

awesome waves and blowing 

snow surrounding the sinking 

freighter, making visibility near 

zero. 

   Attending the ceremony along 

with our Gold Medal winner was 

his pilot, LT Tim Eason and the 

pilot of NR 6020, LT Dave Neel 

who, along with his crew, 

rescued 18 of the 26 crew of 

Seledang Ayu before requiring a 

rescue himself from AMT3 

Gibbons after his helo crashed 

into the sea. 

   We delighted in stories of all 

the rescues recognized by 

AFRAS this year and in learning 

more about the Coast Guard and 

Coast Guard Auxiliary’s 

involvement in the south with 

hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

   We are fortunate indeed to be 

surrounded by these heroes and 

the many others who are willing 

to put their own safety aside in 

order to save lives. 

 

Semper Paratus! 



 3 

NR 6020 was 

engulfed in the 

water and 

went crashing 

into the sea as 

the crew of 

CGNR 6513 

watched in 

horror. 

AMT3 Gibbons 

and his 

parents. 

GGoolldd  MMeeddaall  AAwwaarrdd  
    AFRAS was pleased to award Aviation Maintenance Technician Third Class Gregory 

Gibbons, USCG the 2005 AFRAS Gold Medal.  AMT3 Gibbons, stationed at Coast Guard 
Station Kodiak, was serving with a helicopter Aviation Detachment with USCG HH-65B NR 6513 
aboard the USCG Cutter Alex Haley.  The cutter along with two USCG HH-60J helicopters had 
been working to rescue the crew of the M/V Selendang Ayu, a 738-foot freighter hopelessly adrift 
in very heavy weather in the Bering Sea.  Already the two other helos had rescued 18 of the 26 
persons on board, but as they departed the scene to refuel, the master 
reported the ship was aground, taking on water rapidly and all were in 
extreme peril of drowning.  Conditions were such that there needed to 
be an immediate evacuation of the remaining persons on board.  The 
aviation detachment aboard the Alex Haley was the only remaining 
rescue asset, but 25-30 foot seas and wind gusts as high as 45 knots 
made launch of a helicopter from the deck of the cutter highly 

problematical. 
    Nevertheless, the pilot and aviation 
detachment decided to risk a launch 
since others were in such peril aboard 
the freighter. During the Alex Haley 
helo’s transit to the scene, HH-60J NR 
6020 returned from refueling.  It was decided that because it could 
take eight survivors at once, NR 6020 would proceed with the 
rescue and NR 6513 would stand by to assist as necessary.  But 
after rescuing the first seven survivors, suddenly and without 
warning, a gigantic wave hit the bow of the Selendang Ayu, 
sending a huge wall of water into the air.  NR 6020 was engulfed 
in the water and went crashing into the sea as the crew of CGNR 
6513 watched in horror. 
    The standby helo NR 6513 from the cutter Alex Haley rapidly 
reacted with AMT3 Gibbons rigging the rescue basket for hoisting 
while the pilot LT Tim Eason 
moved the helicopter into position 

for the rescue from a 150 foot hover to avoid additional waves.  
Throughout the rescue operation, AMT3 Gibbons told the pilot 
precisely where he wanted the helo positioned and thus was able to 
position the rescue basket so accurately that they were able to put it 
within arm’s length of the survivors, including a severely 
hypothermic, unresponsive member of the ship’s crew.  All of the 
observable persons—including the pilot, copilot and flight 
mechanic of the CGNR 6020 were safely hoisted aboard, but the 
ship’s master and the rescue swimmer from GCNR 6020 were still 
on the ship and six other members of the ship’s crew could not be located.  (Note that NR 6513 did 
not carry a rescue swimmer, so the rescue basket was the only hoist means available and AMT3 
Gibbons played a critical role in this whole operation). 
    After breaking off to refuel at Dutch Harbor, CGNR 6513 managed to return through 
mountainous terrain and very heavy weather to find the ship now broken in two, covered in heavy 
fuel oil, and the master and the USCG rescue swimmer remaining on the unlit, powerless bow 
section.  Hoisting at 200 feet through heavy snow that sometimes reduced visibility to zero, the 
crew of NR 6513 persisted and eventually retrieved both the master and the swimmer.  With both 
survivors in good health, the crew continued to search for additional survivors until low fuel 
dictated they depart the scene. 
    Thanks to AMT3 Gibbons’ skillful and courageous performance as a flight mechanic along with 
the rest of the crew on CGNR 6513, 6 lives were saved, including the four from the downed 
CGNR 6020, in conditions so marginal that it was a miracle they were even able to fly. 

VADM Roger Rufe 

congratulates Greg 

Gibbons and his 

pilot, LT Eason for 

their outstanding 

rescue. 
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USCG Auxiliarist Linda Croy discusses the importance of 

educating the boating public as Auxiliarists Richard 

Runde, left; Jay Croy; and AFRAS Chairman Roger Rufe 

look on. 

The Silver Medalists pose with Vice Commandant VADM Terry 
Cross, center; and National Commodore USCG Auxiliary Gene 

Seibert, right. 

SSiillvveerr  MMeeddaall  AAwwaarrddss 

The AFRAS Silver Medal (so named to differentiate the Auxiliary side from the gold side) 
was awarded this year to a crew of three for an outstanding rescue on Leech Lake in Walker, MN 

last August.  USCG Auxiliarists Jay P. Croy, coxswain; his wife Linda R. Croy and 

Richard J. Runde, crew; were onboard a USCG Auxiliary Facility (a 20 foot Grady White with 
cuddy cabin and I/O engine) performing a regatta patrol at the 33rd Annual Leech Lake Regatta.  
Leech Lake is a 460 square mile lake known for unpredictable weather, including strong winds 
and high seas.  On Leech Lake, as in many other large internal lakes of the US, there is no USCG 
presence other than the USCG Auxiliary. 

On the second day of the regatta there were 10-15 knot 
winds and 3 foot seas.  The local Auxiliary Patrol 
Commander decided to deploy his two facilities near Pelican 
Island at the farthest end of the race course where they could 
rapidly respond to any crisis that arose.  Conditions worsened 
during the race and by the time the last participant had 
rounded the race buoy off Pelican Island, the winds were 15-
20 knots with gusts as high as 35 knots and 4 foot seas. The 
two USCG Auxiliary facilities began their slow trek back to 
base following the regatta participants in, but noted that one 
of the sailboats had veered away from the course and 
appeared to be disoriented. 

Coxswain Croy brought his facility alongside the 25-
foot scow Wind Dancer to find the crew (only two of whom 
were wearing life jackets) to be in distress from the ardors of 
racing in 57 degree weather in such heavy winds and seas.  
The scow’s crew was judged to be suffering from 
hypothermia, with one member being “incapacitated” and the 

other “impaired”; all members of the scow’s crew were now just hanging on inside the boat. 
Coxswain Croy decided to take the sailboat in tow despite the walls of water coming over 

his bow and conditions worse than he had ever encountered in his twenty years of experience as an 
Auxiliarist.  The problem was to maneuver close enough to “cross the T” and pass a line to the 

exhausted crew.  Coxswain Croy was able to make a 
successful pass on the first try and crew members 
Runde and Linda Croy floated a survival pack of 
extra life jackets plus a thermal blanket back to the 
Wind Dancer.  As coxswain Croy worked to keep the 
bow of his facility into the waves and to maintain a 
proper tow, his crew members kept up a steady 
conversation over the radio to reassure the sailors.  
The 3.5 mile tow to the nearest marina took one hour 
and fifteen minutes due to the high winds and 4 to 6 
foot seas.  Once into calmer waters, the two 
hypothermic sailors were transferred to the cuddy of 
the Auxiliary facility, stripped of their wet clothing 
and given dry clothing and anti-exposure coveralls.   

The Auxiliary crew attended to the physical 
and psychological needs of the crew of the Wind 

Dancer throughout the rescue until the sailors were 
turned over to emergency medical personnel at Leech 
Lake Marina. 

The skillful response of these three volunteers is most heartily commended and is in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard and Coast Guard Auxiliary.
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The HOLIDAY’s 

lifeboat continued to 

search for additional 

survivors until almost 

three hours after the 

initial report of a 

possible call for 

help… 

AAMMVVEERR  PPllaaqquuee 

 On the night of 21 August 2004, the Carnival Cruise Ship HOLIDAY was steaming 
through the Yucatan Straits in the Gulf of Mexico when two crew members came to the bridge to 
report that they thought they had heard a cry for help while standing 
on a weather deck.  The bridge conning officer immediately 
instituted man over board (MOB) procedures, stopped 
the ship and called the captain to the bridge.  The captain 
then reversed course and ran back down the GPS track 
to the MOB position shown on the screen.  

The ship’s crew and passengers were mustered but no one 
was reported missing as the ship continued to search the dark waters 
for anyone who may have been lost from another vessel.  About 45 
minutes later, two persons were located off the port side of the ship 
and brought on board.  But, they reported there were three additional 
persons in the water.  The HOLIDAY’s lifeboat continued to search 
for additional survivors until almost three hours after the initial report 
of a possible call for help, when the three additional survivors were 
located and recovered.  Of the last three recovered, one was a ten year 
old boy and another was his 39 year old father who was not wearing a 
life jacket but was clinging to a piece of wood.  The five survivors 
were from a Mexican fishing boat and, save being slightly 
hypothermic, were in good shape. 
 AFRAS is impressed with the fact that not only was this 
rescue a miracle, it was conducted very professionally and represents 
one of the greatest traditions of the sea—a willingness to come to the 
aid of others in distress.  Five very lucky fishermen are alive today 
because Captain D’Aita was ready to stop his ship and carry out a 
three and one half hour diversion from course to conduct search and 
rescue operations with the help of his crew.  

 
 

US Coast Guard Auxiliarist Doyle Wilhite and his wife 

Marge were passengers aboard the C/S HOLIDAY the 

night of the rescue.  They presented Captain Francolla 

with a newspaper article from their home town 

concerning the dramatic rescue. 

Captain Francolla accepts the Amver plaque on 

behalf of the captain and crew of C/S HOLIDAY 

from Vice Commandant VADM Cross. 
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The birth of an 

    African Maritime SAR Service 

Submitted by Tim de Wet, NLRI 

ake Victoria, bounded by three countries, Uganda, 
Kenya and Tanzania, is a vast body of water, the 
size of Switzerland, and yet pro-rated, the most 

dangerous inland water body in the world.  Not that the 
lake itself is inherently any more or less dangerous than 
many other stretches of water and indeed, in many ways, it 
is safer than some; relatively warm temperature all year 
round, fresh (so clean it can be drunk) and not containing 
anything of a predatory nature other than in a few isolated 
areas.  So what’s going on then? 

There has been continued inaction on standards and 
procedures to address the problems that lead to major 
accidents, even when the accidents involved aircraft.  It is 
sad to note accidents of this nature that could conceivably 
be avoided account for between 3 and 5000 deaths per 
annum.  There are four main causes, lack of: 

1) Flotation (life jackets) 

2) Education (prevention of accidents, training)  

3) Communication facilities 

4) SAR (Search and Rescue).  

There are other causes of course, such as lack of 
regulations.  Perhaps at the moment this is irrelevant 
because there is no realistic way for individuals to comply 
with regulations viewed as routine elsewhere in the world.  
Also, there is no practical way for the authorities to ensure 
compliance with the law.   

The major impetus for the formation of Lake Rescue East 
Africa was several serious accidents.  A light aircraft 
crashed into Lake Victoria in early 2002, killing all five 
German diplomats on board.  It took five days to find the 
aircraft in 50ft of low visibility water. The recovery 
exercise was unpleasant for those involved and those 
affected by this tragedy.  This was the final straw in a long 
line of marine accidents involving an earlier calamity 
dating back to 1996, when the vessel M/V Bukoba 
capsized just off Mwanza Harbor.  It was later confirmed 
that a main reason for this accident was over-loading, and 
the loss of life reached 1000 men, women and children.  
There have been several other accidents on Lake Victoria 
receiving equal levels of negative press coverage. 

The National Lake Rescue Institute (NLRI)  has been led 
from the very first day by South African Tim de Wet, who 
initially formed an ad-hoc “Steering Committee” 
comprising a group of like-minded individuals, who were 
directly or indirectly involved in the above-mentioned 
fatal air crash.  Tim was joined at this stage by Jerry 
Burley, British resident of Uganda for the past eighteen 
years and a licensed engineer.  

A Board of Directors was formed and a small, initial 
operational staff structure was put in place. Following the 
usual pattern of events in setting up a humanitarian 
organization of this nature, an emergency NGO certificate 
was granted by the Uganda Minister of Internal Affairs in 
July 2003 and the National Lake Rescue Institute of East 
Africa was born!  

Various project proposals were submitted over the 
following months and years in an effort to begin to 
address the carnage caused by lack of flotation, education, 
communication and SAR. At the same time the immense 
job of convincing the three governments that share Lake 
Victoria that Lake Rescue was indeed a desperately 
needed resource that would complement the regional Lake 
Victoria Development Programme began, culminating 
with the ultimate acknowledgement of official recognition 
from the regional government itself, the East African 
Community Secretariat. The day we received that 
monumental document was a big day (and night) indeed! 
Lake Rescue could now, theoretically at least, operate an 
integrated maritime Search and Rescue service across 
three international borders. The practice would prove to be 
another challenge! 

In parallel to this, affiliations were made with all of the 
world’s leading organizations involved in similar 
activities: the International Lifeboat Federation (ILF), 
where Tim de Wet, the NLRI CEO holds one of 14 elected 
seats on the ILF Council, the International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO), and the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO).  We also collaborate with many 
other bodies around the world involved in maritime SAR. 

Three years of paperwork, meetings and networking had 
passed under the bridge; some action on the ground was 
now necessary. A plot of land on the lakeshore just south 
of Kampala was secured, which had an earth walled 
marina already constructed and a partially completed brick 
structure on its grounds. This was ideal for the proposed 

L 
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training school and as a site for the first combined 
training/operational lifeboat station.  

After much debate, a concept modular, 
containerized station, to be fabricated out of 
redundant 40ft shipping containers, was opted 
for, for the following reasons. 

1) Modular (could be expanded as required). 

2) Easy to move if required, unlike a brick 
structure. 

3) Could be manufactured centrally as a knock 
down (KD) kit, transported anywhere in the 
region on trucks and quickly and easily unloaded and 
erected, with everything required from boat and vehicle to 
sand and concrete for the foundations being contained in 
the two containers. 

4) Cost effective, and I elaborate. I am the world’s biggest 
fan of containers and have used literally hundreds over my 
years in Africa for everything from truck bodies to houses 
to offices to secure stores to a temporary jail, even in one 
instance in a previous job! There is absolutely no other 
way you can build a simple structure to suit most needs as 
simply, cheaply, enduringly and quickly as with the 
mundane shipping container, be it 20ft or 40ft variant.  

5) Appropriate. Africa knows, understands and likes 
containers. They are easy to work on with basic tools, 
are forgiving to the harsh conditions that pervade on 
much of this continent, serve many, many purposes 
within the same platform and always have a residual 
value. 

6) Environmentally friendly. Other than the occasional 
repaint, virtually maintenance free, no chemicals required 
to preserve and can be fully recycled once life span is 
over. 

7) High visibility. SAR organizations have to sell 
themselves and being noticed is a major part of the battle. 
Two brightly painted 40ft containers with a bright yellow, 
twin-engine rescue boat in them speak a thousand words. 

So how does a penniless, fledgling rescue service acquire 
two, good 40ft containers and the funds necessary to roof 
and otherwise convert them into East Africa’s first ever 
purpose built, lifeboat station?  

Welcome Safmarine, through local agents Maersk 
Uganda, who responded immediately to the call, seeing 
the humanitarian and business value of partnering with 
Lake Rescue. Safmarine’s Matthew Kasujja and Stephane 
Gay scrutinized the plans developed by the NLRI, asked a 
sufficient number of probing questions to satisfy 
themselves that the project was viable and user-friendly, 

and the funds were approved. A few days later the first of 
two 40 footers arrived on a truck at the NLRI base and 

were unloaded, along with a 
cheque for US$10,000 for the 
lifeboat station conversion and 
construction work.  

By the end of August 2005 a 
“trial fit” of boat and vehicle 
was conducted and for the first 

time in East African history, a 
lifeboat station was at last 
taking shape. With the 

successful completion of Station 1, there are six more 
lifeboat stations to complete around Lake Victoria, plus 
one on Lake Albert in the northwest of the country, over 
the coming 18 months, so any support would be welcome 
to assist us in achieving this SAR development benchmark 
in East Africa. 

 

Safmarine Lifeboat Station 

October 2005 

Other SAR operational 

risks in Africa. 

New ship launch 

supported by NLRI 

Shipping accident 

NLRI response 

NLRI swift 

water training 

Murchison 

Falls 

National Park 



 8 

USCG AUXILIARY 
           RESPONDS TO HURRICANES 

 
Contributed by Wayne Spivak, U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 

 
    When Hurricane Katrina hit, and 
then Hurricane Rita, our “Team” 
Coast Guard was hit as well.  Our 
members, be they Auxiliary, active 
duty, reserve or civilian who lived in 
the region lost their homes, and some 
lost their jobs, and most lost their 
tangible objects that had to be left 
behind. But our Coast Guard Family 
was not able to sit back and grieve, for 
we are the Coast Guard and we 
responded to this disaster like we have 
always done when called upon. Most 
members headed well inland to 
survive the power of the storm, but 
were ready to rush back to their duty 
stations as soon as the storm cleared.  
There was a job to do, and this was 
their opportunity to show the nation 
that Team Coast Guard is “Semper 
Paratus”.  Search and Rescue is our 
bread and butter basic operation and 
during the Katrina/Rita disaster, we 
excelled.   
    The Coast Guard “Team” 
conducted over 30,000 rescue cases, 
with the Auxiliary conducting 
aviation logistical flights, surface 
patrols, augmenting USCG stations, 
plus providing support to USCG 
families in the disaster area and other 
services. 
    While there were a handful of 
Auxiliarists who were part of the pre-
hurricane planning process, most in 
the region could only prepare for the 
worst and hope for the best. 
     While the region got the worst, the 
Auxiliary gave it its best. Thousands 
of Auxiliarists responded in the 
aftermath of the two hurricanes. Some 
did so as Auxiliarists, working side by 
side with the other members of Team 

Coast Guard, serving the Coast Guard 
and the country in diverse roles, 
responsibilities and jobs.   
    Others responded for a call for 
assistance and became Disaster 
Assistance Employees of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA).  These Auxiliarists traded 
the Auxiliary uniform for that of 
FEMA and are still dispersed 
throughout the nation, providing 
assistance to those who have suffered.  
And still other Auxiliarists, in their 
roles as private citizens, responded in 
a variety of ways, as part of public or 
private search and rescue companies, 
faith based organizations or as just 
concerned individuals. 
    Our Auxiliarists proved their 
mettle, each and every one of them, 
whether they were part of Auxiliary 
Aviation, delivering supplies and 
personnel, or performing aerial 
damage assessment, or they were 
information brokers, supplying or 
transmitting the Auxiliary and Coast 
Guard story to the public or they 
worked in the Integrated Command 
Centers. They proved their mettle, 
responding as trained medical 
personnel with state-run agencies or 
arranging for donations of much 
needed boats, and delivering them 
across half the continent. 
    And these are just the people who 
lived in or traveled to the region.  
Auxiliarists around the country also 
assisted in the Search, Rescue and 
Recovery phase by assisting their 
local Coast Guard units.  Men and 
Women did one of the major roles that 
the Auxiliary was formed to perform, 
that of being a force-multiplier.  By 

this, individual Auxiliarists, from 
Sitka to San Diego, Bar Harbor, 
Maine to Key West, Florida went to 
their local Coast Guard unit and did 
everything from standing radio watch 
to cooking meals, cleaning the station 
to manning their boats for Search and 
Rescue missions.  These Auxiliarists 
took up the slack so the active duty 
and reserve members could be sent to 
the region. 
    These men and women proved their 
mettle by living by the Coast Guard 
creed: Honor, Respect and Devotion 
to Duty, whether the duty was with 
America’s Volunteer Lifesavers or 
with other organizations. Each 
Auxiliarist who responded did so, 
without compensation or protection of 
the Uniformed Services Employment 
and Reemployment Rights Act 
(USERRA) as are National 
Guardsman and members of the 
Reserves. 
    The Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Association, the non-profit business 
office of the Auxiliary created 
Operation Life Ring 
www.operationlifering.org, a relief 
fund, that teamed up with the Coast 
Guard Foundation and Coast Guard 
Mutual Association to provide loans, 
grants and gifts to the Coast Guard 
Family, in this a time of need.  Within 
two weeks of filing the paperwork, 
Auxiliarists were in the disaster zone, 
meeting Auxiliarists who were the 
victims of the storm and writing 
checks.  During this time, other 
Auxiliarists have donated their money 
to assist their fellow family members 
in this time of need. 
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WMU 

RRAAIISSIINNGG  SSAARR  AAWWAARREENNEESSSS  AAMMOONNGG  TTOOMMOORRRROOWW’’SS  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  LLEEAADDEERRSS  
 
    AFRAS and the International Lifeboat Federation 
(ILF) have developed a new and innovative course that 
brings the world of Search And Rescue (SAR) into the 
classroom for the international maritime leaders of 
tomorrow at the World Maritime University (WMU) in 
Malmö, Sweden.  
    WMU is chartered by IMO as an international 
maritime educational institution for the training of senior 
maritime specialists, and a means to promote the use of 
advanced maritime technology among the developing 
maritime nations.  Many WMU students become the 
heads and senior officials of maritime administrations in 
their home countries.     
    Prior to this initiative, Search and Rescue had not 
been treated as a distinct course topic within the WMU 
curriculum.  Following discussions with the WMU staff, 
two members of the ILF Council agreed to develop a 
high-level, overview course on “Search and Rescue 
Management” that would be offered to WMU students 
as a two-week, graduate-level elective.  The course is 

closely aligned with the framework and content of Volume 
One of the International Aeronautical and Maritime Search 
and Rescue (IAMSAR) Manual. 
    In June 2005 the course was presented for the first time at 
WMU to a class of 25 students from 11 countries.  The course 
was planned, authored and presented by two members of the 
ILF Executive Council, Captain Gabe Kinney, USCG (Ret) 
who is a member of the AFRAS Board of Directors, and 
Captain Udo Fox, Director of the German Sea Rescue Service 
(DGzRS).   
    The course was well received by the students, and the goal 
of increasing SAR awareness and understanding among them 
was achieved.  It is envisioned that this course will become a 
regular part of the WMU curriculum.  Captain Kinney’s 
participation in the course was supported by the Lockheed 
Martin Corporation.      
    Captain Kinney and Captain Fox have also participated in 
Communications and IT Seminars at WMU. 

 
 

 
 
Afras is here to provide you with a means of supporting worldwide voluntary lifeboat 

services and at the same time, providing you with a tax deduction here in the United States. 

 

AFRAS offers two basic membership packages: 
The first, a joint membership with the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) for dues of $100 per year will provide you with a 
quarterly subscription to the RNLI’s Lifeboat journal, their annual Watermark catalogue and other RNLI press releases and mailings 
throughout the year.  We will also send you periodic AFRAS newsletters, press releases, and an invitation to our annual Gold 
Medal/Silver Medal/Amver award ceremony in Washington, D.C. 
 
The second, a sole AFRAS membership for $20 per year will entitle you to all Afras mailings including newsletters, press releases and 
miscellaneous information from our counterparts throughout the world. 
 

All dues and donations given through AFRAS are tax deductible in the United States. 
 

If you are interested in joining AFRAS please fill out the information below and send along with your dues/donation to 
Association for Rescue at Sea, Inc., P. O. Box 565, Fish Creek, WI  54212-0565. 

 

 
 
Name                
 
Address       City    State  Zip  
 
Phone   (day)   (evening) E-mail       
 
Membership (check one)  AFRAS/RNLI ($100 dues) AFRAS ($20 dues) 
 
Dues enclosed   (amount) Donation enclosed    (amount) 
 
  I would like to find out more about AFRAS.  Please send me more information. 
 

JJooiinn  AAFFRRAASS  
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AFRAS Silver Medalists Jay and Linda Croy and family 

2005 AFRAS Silver Medalists 

Captain Orazio D'Aita and crew of C/S HOLIDAY 

(l-r) LT Dave Neel and his wife; LT Tim Eason, his 
wife and daughter; LTJG Eric Leese; AMT3 Greg 
Gibbons and his parents. 
 

The crew of HH 65B the night of 8 December 2004 
 

The ill-fated Selendang Ayu 8 December 2004 

(Photos courtesy of US Coast Guard) 

Receive the AFRAS Newsletter electronically! 
If you would like to receive our newsletter electronically please send your email address 

To Anne Kifer at ackafras@aol.com 


